Coronary and valvular syndromes and antiphospholipid antibodies.
Since the recognition of the antiphospholipid syndrome (APS), a large number of cardiac manifestations have been reported in association with these antibodies, including coronary artery and valvular disease, cardiomyopathy, and intracardiac thrombosis. Most of these manifestations are explicable on the basis of thrombotic lesions either in the coronary circulation or on the valves and may mimic other similar conditions, such as rheumatic fever or infectious endocarditis. The APS coagulopathy in these patients requires the careful and judicious use of appropriate antiaggregant and anticoagulant therapy. In this review article, the focus will be on the main cardiac features related to the presence of antiphospholipid antibodies (aPLs), which may be of interest to clinicians.